MALEFICENT  SPIRITS
the weak and ignorant, so it has been, and so it is, in the East." 34     Equally persistent, all the world over, is the survival, not only " among the weak  and  ignorant/' of  animism in this gross form.    Everywhere the " seed of Eeligion " has found receptive soil in " feare of the invisible," hence its successful transplanting from zone to zone.    The demonology of the New Testament may certainly be traced through Jewish to Chaldean sources, themselves lost in savage origins. Cuneiform texts show the ancient Chaldean beliefs falling into two divisions, one in which the old nature-gods of storm and thunder survive, and the other in which armies of demons and ghosts of the unburied dead harass mankind.   To the seven devas or arch-demons of the old Persian faith and the seven chief evil spirits of Babylonian   mythology,   there  may  correspond  the " seven spirits more wicked than himself " with which the unclean spirit re-entered the heart of man, spoken of by Jesus, who shared the belief of his time in such agents.35    The Exile gave great impetus to that belief, and it took the wildest flights in Rabbinical teaching.   Accord-
34   Frazer, Golden Bough, vol. iii. p. 49.
35  Luke xi, 26.
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